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COMMENT 


27  grad  recalls  The  Ynkhorne  society  and  literary  evenings 


To  the  editor: 

Sidney  Rosen's  good  letter  about  Walter 
"Bull"  Prince  in  the  August  September 
issue  aroused  many  nostalgic  memories 
of  my  years  at  Mass.  Aggie.  In  our  sopho- 
more year  Ed  Connell,  Rodger  Chamber- 
lain  [both  ’27],  Frank  Stratton  ’28,  and  I 
organized  a literary  society  we  called  The 
Ynkhorne.  1 think  Max  Goldberg  '28  was 
in  it  and  Mary  Boyle. 

We  used  to  have  literary  evenings  at 
the  homes  of  our  professors  or  with  oth 
er  people  in  Amherst,  one  of  whom  was 


Ray  Stannard  Baker,  the  author  of  many 
books  about  Woodrow  Wilson  who  also 
wrote  under  the  name  David  Grayson. 

We  would  read  our  "literary”  creations 
and  our  host  would  give  us  a critique  on 
them  in  addition  to  treating  us  to  cider 
and  doughnuts. 

I still  have  a copy  of  one  issue  of  The 
Ynkhorne  magazine  which  I think  should 
be  in  the  archives.  . . . 

My  own  b<x>k,  Emotional  Problems  of 
Adolescence,  Oxford,  was  published  con 
tinuously  for  25  years  and  went  through 


three  editions.  .1  have  also  published 
about  30  professional  papers  over  the 
years,  some  of  them  being  "firsts"  like 
‘Telephone  Anxiety"  in  the  Psychoana 
lytic  Quarterly. 

I feel  that  the  discipline  and  inspira 
lion  I received  in  English  from  "Bull" 
Prince,  Frank  Prentice  Rand,  and  Prof 
Charles  Patterson  helped  to  form  one  of 
the  most  rewarding  experiences  of  my 
life. 

Herbert  I Harris,  MD  ’27 
Cambridge,  Mass. 


^New  York  parents  extend  pride,  thanks  for 
job  well  done  by  School  of  Education 


To  Dr.  Michael  Schwartz,  education: 

This  letter  is  long  overdue,  but  in  the 
press  of  all  the  exciting  things  that  have 
been  happening  to  my  daughter  Amy 
since  her  graduation  last  spring,  I have 
not  had  the  time  to  colled  my  thoughts 
so  as  to  lx*  able  to  adequately  express  my 
gratitude  and  admiration  to  you,  your 
department,  and  the  university  for  a job 
well  done. 

As  paramount  with  most  parents  in 
these  cost  conscious  times,  my  wife  and  I 
often  questioned  the  necessity  and  wis- 
dom of  sending  Amy  to  the  University  of 
Massachusetts  at  non  resident  tuition 
when  there  was  the  availability  of  our 
own  [New  York]  state  university  system 
at  considerably  less  cost.  However,  Amy 
so  enjoyed  being  at  UMass  and  was  so  re 
ceptive  to  its  learning  environment  that 
we  felt  we  were  indulging  her  in  a bene 
ficial,  if  expensive,  luxury 

Events  subsequent  to  her  graduation 
have  convinced  as  that  the.  . education 
she  received  at  your  school  was  ex 
tremely  worthwhile  and,  if  not  a neces 
sity,  certainly  a very  practical  expenditure 
and  wise  investment  . . 

When  Amy  applied  and  interviewed  for 
a job  with  one  of  the  most  prestigious 
school  districts  on  Long  Island,  she  ap 
peared  before  five  principals,  two  admin 


istrators,  and  several  members  of  the 
Board  of  Education.  We  are  told  that  they 
were  so  impressed  with  her  background 
training  and  academic  credentials  that 
one  of  the  administrators  suggested  that 
perhaps  they  should  seek  all  of  their  can 
didates  from  the  University  of  Massachu 
setts'  School  of  Education.  1 certainly  feel 
that  the  self  confidence  and  poise  which 
helped  her  to  get  her  present  position 
was  due  in  no  small  measure  to  the  con- 
fidence in  her  training  and  experience 
which  she  received  while  at  UMass.  In 
short,  our  "investment"  was  repaid  the 
first  time  it  was  pul  to  the  lest. 

1 1 may  seem  inappropriate  to  character 
ize  education  as  an  investment,  since  a 
superb  academic  background  certainly 
enriches  one’s  life  in  many  other  ways. 
However,  to  have  her  scholastic  prepara 
lion  so  enthusiastically  approved  by 
those  in  the  field  of  education  is  a com 
pliment  both  to  you  and  the  members  of 
your  faculty  . . . 

Please  extend  our  thanks  as  her  par 
ents  to  all  concerned  with  her  education 
as  it  is  indeed  a pleasure  to  be  able  after 
so  much  sacrifice  to  say  it  was  well  worth 
it,  in  the  short  run  for  us,  and  most  cer- 
tainly, in  the  long  run  for  Amy. 

Leonard  N.  Tannen 

Valley  Stream,  N Y. 


GI  wife  from  late 
’40s:  poultry  studies, 
today  and  yesterday 

To  the  editor: 

I was  interested  to  read  the  article  about 
Professor  Martin  Scvoian  '49  of  the  veter 
inary  science  department  in  the  October 
November  issue  of  The  Alumnus  As  a GI 
wife,  working  to  help  put  my  husband, 
John  Brickett  '50,  through  school,  I 
spent  nine  pregnant  and  nauseous  months 
in  1949  in  that  vet  lab.  Mostly  I was  out  in 
the  barn  taking  dictation  and  trying  not 
to  Ux)k  (or  barf)  while  Drs.  Van  Roekel 
or  Sn<x?yenbos  skinned  and  dissected 
chickens  brought  in  by  farmers  from  all 
over  the  stale,  to  determine  the  causes  of 
illness. 

Now  it  seems  amusing,  but  at  the  time 
I was  gotxJ  and  sick  of  chickens,  dead  or 
alive.  One  fringe  benefit,  however,  was 
the  continuous  available  supply  of  skin 
less  chicken  meat  and  shell  less  eggs, 
disgusting  to  look  at  but  great  for  cook 
ing.  I also  learned  a lot  about  poultry 
diseases,  although  pullorum  and  bron 
chilis  have  not  turned  out  to  be  hot  con- 
versational topics.  The  article  did  bring 
back  a lot  of  great  memories  of  the  years 
spent  living  in  the  vet's  housing  in 
Hampshire  House. 

Barbara  M Brickett 
Greenfield,  Mass. 


Opening  night  at  the  newly  renovated  Curry  Hicks  Cage  on  Nov.  23  drew  many 
hundreds  more  to  the  men's  basketball  game  than  could  be  accommodated  In  the 
4,000- seat  building.  On  Dec.  4 the  UMass  board  of  trustees  approved  plans  to  build 
a 936.6  million,  9.0()0-seat  multipurpose  arena  on  campus,  pending  legislathe 
funding  The  trustees' plan  seeks  917.54  million  from  the  legislature,  uitb  the  re- 
mainder of  the  money  coming  from  a bond  Issue  which  would  assess  students  up 
to  9 KM)  per  year  beginning  In  PPM)  Related  story,  page  H. 


You  may  enjoy  the  article  about  housing 
on  campus  in  the  late  1940s  and  early 
1950s  written  by)oe  Marcus  '54G  on 
page  7.  — Ed. 


Js  promise 
finally  kept.  . . 

To  Professor  Rand: 

When  I ux)k  your  course  in  Shakespeare 
in  1934  you  said  that  inevitably  all  of  the 
class  would  visit  the  bard’s  birthplace. 
You  asked  for  our  pledge  that  we  would 
send  you  a card  from  Stratford  on  Avon 
when  we  got  there.  True  to  my  pledge, 
here  is  my  card.  I trust  that  you  will 
receive  this  message  wherever  you  are. 

Howard  C.  Parker  ’36 

The  above  message  was  written  on  a 
postcard  and  received  by  the  dept  of 
English  in  September,  addressed  to  for 
mer  Prof  Prank  Prentice  Rand,  who  died 
in  1971  Prof  Ray  Gozzi  subsequently 
look  the  card  to  Rand’s  widow,  now  95. 

— Ed 
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Teachers’  job  seminar 
set  for  April  22-23 

The  12th  annual  interviewing  conference 
sponsored  by  the  Mass.  Educational  Re 
cruiting  Consortium  (MERC)  will  be  held 
Apr  22  23  at  the  lenox  Hotel  in  Boston. 
All  alumni  seeking  leaching  positions 
outside  of  the  New  England  area  are  in 
vited  it)  attend.  Pre  registration  is  re 
quired  through  the  I 'Mass  career  center, 
and  all  (hose  |)lanmng  to  attend  must 
complete  their  credential  files  at  the 
career  center  ( three  letters  of  recom- 
mendation plus  a grade  transcript  copy) 
by  the  first  week  of  April  Attendees  also 
must  register  at  the  conference  ( no  fee 
involved)  the  morning  of  Apr.  22  with 
resume  copies  in  hand  For  lunher  de 
tails,  contact  Floyd  II.  Martin  Jr.,  assistant 
director  of  the  career  center.  Tel:  4 13/ 

545  2224  Or  Kathy  St  urges,  director  of 
career  services,  Emerson  College,  Boston. 
Tel:  617/578-8586. 
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UNIVERSITY  LIBRARY 
AMHERST,  MASSACHUSETTS  01003 


July  27,  1983 


Mrs.  Frances  T.  France 
28  Bedford  Road 
Springfield,  MA  01107 

Dear  Mrs.  France: 

Thank  you  very  much  for  your  offer  of  the  1926 [1927]  Ynkhorne . We  do  have 
two  copies  of  it  in  mint  condition,  and  that  is  all  we  should  keep.  It  has 
stayed  in  good  condition  partly  because  of  the  wonderful  paper  on  which  it 
is  printed. 

If  you  happen  to  know  the  identities  of  any  of  the  other  authors — all  identi- 
fied only  by  initials — we  would  be  happy  to  have  that  information. 

Again,  many  thanks. 


" YffJhas*  JL>  'Doftz  - 
- ^//>  /V  faxrr/'sk  - 
tf.  7T  - H*  ref  'ThajnaS  - ? 

C.&.C-  Come//*.  /3.  CAuscA- 
7?C.  T.  - "Frances  C.  ’Thano^son  - fQzf 

/•/•  F.A/.  - F e r~Ag/~f  sF  A/arr/s  - / *1  SI  7 ~? 

xc.s.-  r c ^ 


Sincerely, 


Katherine  Emerson 
University  Archivist 
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